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(4) Extensions of time, within statu-
tory limitations, to complete project
objectives. This extension may not be
requested merely for the purpose of
using unobligated balances. The Coop-
erator shall request the extension in
writing with supporting reasons.

(5) The transfer of amounts budgeted
for indirect costs to absorb increases in
direct costs, or vice versa.

(6) The inclusion of costs that require
prior approval in accordance with OMB
Circular A-21, ‘“‘Cost Principles for
Educational Institutions,” (2 CFR part
220), OMB Circular A-122, ‘“‘Cost Prin-
ciples for Non-Profit Organizations’ (2
CFR part 230) or 45 CFR part 74 appen-
dix E, or 48 CFR part 31, ‘“Contract
Cost Principles and Procedures,’”’ as ap-
plicable.

(7) Unless described in the agreement
and funded in the approved awards, the
subaward, transfer or contracting out
of any work under an award. This pro-
vision does not apply to the purchase
of supplies, material, equipment or
general support services.

(d) When requesting approval for
budget revisions, Cooperators shall use
the budget form used in the coopera-
tive agreement.

(e) Within 30 calendar days from the
date of receipt of the request for budg-
et revisions, the ADO shall review the
request and notify the Cooperator
whether the budget revisions have been
approved.

§550.28 Publications and acknowledg-
ment of support.

(a) Publications. REE Agencies and
the Federal Government shall enjoy a
royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrev-
ocable right to reproduce, publish or
otherwise use, and to authorize others
to use, any materials developed in con-
junction with a nonassistance coopera-
tive agreement or contract under such
an agreement.

(b)(1) Cooperators shall acknowledge
ARS, Economics Research Service
(ERS), National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS), and the National Insti-
tute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)
support, whether cash or in-kind, in
any publications written or published
with Federal support and, if feasible,
on any publication reporting the re-
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sults of, or describing, a Federally sup-
ported activity as follows:

“This material is based upon work
supported by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture,  (insert Agency name)
~_under Agreement No. (Cooperator
should enter the applicable agreement
number here).”

(2) All such material must also con-
tain the following disclaimer unless
the publication is formally cleared by
the awarding agency:

““Any opinions, findings, conclusion,
or recommendations expressed in this
publication are those of the author(s)
and do not necessarily reflect the view
of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture.”

(3) Any public or technical informa-
tion related to work carried out under
a non assistance cooperative agree-
ment shall be submitted by the devel-
oping party to the other for advice and
comment. Information released to the
public shall describe the contributions
of both parties to the work effort. In
the event of a dispute, a separate publi-
cation may be made with effective
statements of acknowledgment and dis-
claimer.

(c) Media. Cooperators shall acknowl-
edge awarding Agency support, as indi-
cated in §550.28(b) above, in any form of
media (print, DVD, audio production,
etc.) produced with Federal support
that has a direct production cost to the
Cooperator of over $5,000. Unless the
terms of the Federal award provide
otherwise, this requirement does not
apply to:

(1) Media produced under mandatory
or formula grants or under sub awards.

(2) Media produced as research in-
struments or for documenting experi-
mentation or findings and intended for
presentation or distribution to a
USDA/REE audience.

[73 FR 54292, Sept. 19, 2008, as amended at 76
FR 4805, Jan. 27, 2011]

§550.29 Press releases.

Press releases or other forms of pub-
lic notification will be submitted to
the REE agency for review prior to re-
lease to the public. The REE Agency
will be given the opportunity to re-
view, in advance, all written press re-
leases and any other written informa-
tion to be released to the public by the
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Cooperator, and require changes as
deemed necessary, if the material men-
tions by name the REE Agency or the
USDA, or any USDA employee or re-
search unit or location.

§550.30 Advertising.

The Cooperator will not refer in any
manner to the USDA or agencies there-
of in connection with the use of the re-
sults of the project without prior spe-
cific written authorization by the
awarding Agency. Information ob-
tained as a result of the project will be
made available to the public in printed
or other forms by the awarding Agency
at its discretion. The Cooperator will
be given due credit for its cooperation
in the project. Prior approval is re-
quired.

§550.31 Questionnaires and

plans.

The Cooperator is required to submit
to the REE Agency copies of question-
naires and other forms for clearance in
accordance with the Paperwork Reduc-
tion Act of 1980 and 5 CFR part 1320.

§550.32 Project supervision and re-
sponsibilities.

(a) The Cooperator is responsible and
accountable for the performance and
conduct of all Cooperator employees
assigned to the project. The REE Agen-
cy does not have authority to supervise
Cooperator employees or engage in the
employer employee relationship.

(b) The PI shall:

(1) Work jointly with the ADODR in
the development of the project state-
ment of work;

(2) Work jointly with the ADODR in
the development of the project budget;

(3) Report, and obtain approval for,
any change in the project budget;

(4) Report, and obtain approval for,
any change in the scope or objectives
of the project;

(5) Assure that technical project per-
formance and financial status reports
are submitted on a timely basis in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions
of the award;

(6) Advise the ADODR of any issues
that may affect the timely completion
of the project;

(7) Assure that the Cooperator meets
its commitments under the terms and

survey

§550.34

conditions of the non-assistance agree-
ment;

(8) Assure that appropriate acknowl-
edgements of support are included in
all publications, in accordance with
§550.28 of this part.

(9) Assure that inventions are appro-
priately reported in accordance with
§550.54 of this part; and

(10) Upon request, provide the REE
Agency with a project plan for use for
external peer review.

§550.33 Administrative supervision.

REE employees are prohibited from
engaging in matters related to coop-
erator employer/employee relations
such as personnel, performance and
time management issues. The coop-
erator is solely responsible for the ad-
ministrative supervision of its employ-
ees.

§550.34 Research misconduct.

(a) The Cooperator bears the primary
responsibility for prevention and detec-
tion of research misconduct and for the
inquiry, investigation and adjudication
of research misconduct alleged to have
occurred in association with their own
institution.

(b) The Cooperator shall:

(1) maintain procedures for respond-
ing to allegations or instances of re-
search misconduct that has the fol-
lowing components:

(i) Objectivity;

(ii) Due process;

(iii) Whistle blower protection;

(iv) Confidentiality;

(v) Timely resolution;

(2) Promptly conduct an inquiry into
any allegation of research misconduct;

(3) Conduct an investigation if an in-
quiry determines that the allegation or
apparent instance of research mis-
conduct has substance;

(4) Provide appropriate separation of
responsibilities between those respon-
sible for inquiry and investigation, and
those responsible for adjudication;

(5) Advise REE Agency of outcome at
end of inquiries and investigations into
allegations or instances of research
misconduct; and

(6) Upon request, provide the REE
Agency, upon request, hard copy (or
website address) of their policies and
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